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Volume 40 Issue 02

Special Announcements: [’
Happy Valentinets Day

President

Steve White
Email: shhoops@yahoo.com

Here at Royal Vista Golf Club, our unofpcial motto is, 0For our
Members Golpng Experienced. Sure the Golf course is public, and food
servicesisabusinessall its own, neither of which your Board can control.
So our prime directive is You: helping you play on a nice course at a good
price, great tee times, Pro Shop member prices, skin games through
out the week, team play, tournaments twice a month, Laughlin trip, Palm
Springs spring ying, this year a trip to Arizona, our Member-Guest in
July, Members meeting with a $5.00 lunch, membership to the SCGA,
and over a hundred golpng friends to play golf with. Enjoy all you can.

There will not be a February members meeting because of
team play. We will have our awards Lunch and Members meeting on
March 13th, 2010 to celebrate our Champions of 2009. Your Board
has a lot put in place for 2010 and we hope you take advantage of your
membership and participate.

See you on the Greens...

The Spring Fling

Set your calendars, the
Spring Fling will be held on
April 22 & 23 Vince Mitchell
and Sam Johnson are putting
out a yyer. 1T you would like to
play contact Vince Mitchell at
vrmgolf@yahoo.com

Feburary

03/13 - General Meeting
1:00 PM Lunch

Tournaments & Team Play
02/04 - Team Play (Thur.)
RV at El Prado

02/06 - Team Play (Sat. )
Montebello at RV

02/11 - Team Play (Thur.)
El Prado at RV

02/13 - Team Play (Sat.)
RV at Montebello
02/13 - Low Gross / Low Net

02/18 - Team Play (Thur.)
RV at Apple Valley

02/20 - Team Play (Sat.)
Mountain Meadows at RV

02/25 - Team Play (Thur.)
Apple Valley at RV

02/27 - Team Play (Sat.)
RV at Mountain Meadows
02/27 - 2 Man Scramble

03/13 - President Cup Qualifying

Wednesday and Friday Game
8:00 am
Individual Net Skin Game

RVGA Board Members

President........cccccoevvennnne. Steve White
Vice President............... Tim Devaney
Secretary......coeeeeveinenns Ken Wheeler
Treasurer......ccccovenee. Vince Mitchell
Handicap Chairman......... Bob Briggs
Tournaments............... Dennis Walker
Past President............. Doug Peterson
Editor.....coovveeieieenns Mark Gallant

Published monthly for the
members of The Royal
Vista Mengs Club

20055 E. Colima Road
Walnut, CA

Clubhouse (909) 595-7441
Web Site - www.larvga.com




Vice President [’

Tim Devaney
Email: tdevS@yahoo.com

The new handicapping system has arrived amid the glitches and
information overload delays. The new GHIN logo appears on the posting
computer at the club and in 42 other states across this country. The
only 2 noticeable areas where this is not in effect are in Arizona and

souther Nevada, unfortunately the areas where we play most of our away golf out of the
state of California. Fear not though with this new handicapping format your scores can
be posted as long as you have the course rating and slope. That is easily identiped on the
scorecard from the course you played. It was suggested at the board meeting that all club
tournament scores in those areas will be brought back and posted towards your index rating.
As you may or may not know the Laughlin scores from last years tournament never reached
the SCGA in the fall and are kept in AREA 51 until the government releases them.

The new program on the computer at the club does take some getting use to but
with patience and a deft touch you will master this new demon. The computer screen will
display a caption at the top, which reads, 0Touch the screen to post a member scored. The
optimum word here is member of which we are all members at Royal Vista. You then follow
the prompts and pll in the numbers for your dayis effort and it will show in your body of
work for the current rating period. Now, when you play away you must sign in as a guest when
posting your score because, unlike the old system where you just pll in your SCGA number
and off you went, you are not a member of that club. Alas, there are some exceptions when
you may be what are termed 0Mo6 or multiple members where all of your secret stuff is kept
in both computers. These M guys usually belong to the upper crust, the bourgeoisie of our
societal strata, the cats meow and pay through the arse to gain such status, but get to know
the M guys they are fun to hang out with.

Speaking of fun guys to hang out with, the menis
club is beginning a ground swell of members that cling to a
particular professional calling. They used to be called the 3
Amigos and now it is the 3 Amigos plus one. Thatis right we
now have 4 golf course superintendents in our midst. They
are all well manicured and mannered just like courses they
are responsible for and they all can play the game too with
single digit indexes. Itis great to have them with us but the
downside to this is when they are all get huddled together
after a round in the clubhouse with a couple of cervezas you
can never understand what they are talking about. I imagine
its job talkétrimming bushes and the like. It is a tough and

constant job keeping their respective memberships happy with their work and its nice to
see they can take a little R and R with us at Royal Vista. -
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Treasurer

Vince Mitchell
Email vrmgolf@yahoo.com

2010 Saturday Team Play

For those of you that have never participated in Team Play; it is a scheduled match
play event against other golf courses. LARV Menis Club sponsors a Team made up of
LARV menis club members. All members are welcome to sign up and tryout for Teams on
Thursday and Saturday. To be eligible for Team Play; you must be in good standing with the
menis club; meaning a current fully paid member for at least one year at LARV, and your low
handicap index is at or below 18.4. There are two rounds of round robin play against other
teams home and away. Team and Individual Matches are decided by points. The top Team
in the bracket advances to the next rounds.

Teams: Montebello and Mountain Meadows

Dates: February 6" Home @ 8 am vs Montebello
February 13" Away @ vs Montebello
February 20" Home @ 8 am vs Mountain Meadows
February 26™ Away practice round TBA
February 27" Away @ 8:30 am vs Mountain Meadows

All home and away matches will offer lunch from the bar menu and (1) drink ticket of
choice. Please let me know in advance if you are planning to play in the practice rounds. 1
will need to set-up tee times and dates with the other courses.

I DECIDED TO TAKE
UP GOLF S0 I CAN BE
USELESS ON WEEKENDS
TOO.

I'™M NO LONGER
CONTENT TO BE
USELESS AT WORK.

ARE YOU YOU GET

GOING TO TO HIT THE
TAKE BALL MORE

LESSONST? IF YOou

Dilbertcom  DilbertCartoonist@gmail com
M) ©2010 Scott Adama, Inc./Dist. by UFS, inc.




""“ Past President & Rules [’

Doug Peterson
Email peteart7@aol.com

From the Past Prez---Well, it looks like SoCal has a winter after
all and the song is wrongéit really does rain in Californiaé!! With the rain
and wet weather it may be tough to oplay it as you pnd it6, as the rule book
says. Of course the rule book is talking about osummer rulesé where, yes
in deed, you play it as you pnd it, like it or not. So, now that we have to
deal with the elements and much as our inadequacies on the golf course, its only ptting
that we review ocasual waterd, oOpreferred liesd, and oOembedded ballsééno, donit go
there, Tiger has enough problemsé!!! One other term, oOthrough the greend, is also
important to know just in case youive heard it but donit really know the exact depnition.

First, othrough the greend, itis 0the whole area of the course except: the teeing ground
and putting green of the hole being played: and all hazards on the course, or course.6 Quite simple
isnit ité??? Am | the only person that has never read the true depnitioné??? o0Casual watero¢ is
any temporary accumulation of water on the course which is visible before or after the player
takes his stance and is not in a water hazard. A ball is in casual water when it lies in or any part
of it touches the casual water. 0Casual waterd is also an 6abnormal ground conditioné from which a
player may take relief and not be penalized. 0A player may obtain relief from interference by an
abnormal ground condition éif the ball lies through the green, the nearest point of relief shall be
determined which is not in a hazard or on a putting green. The player shall lift the ball and drop
it without penalty within one club length of and not nearer the hole than the nearest point of
relief, on a part of the course which avoids interference by the condition and is not in a hazard or
on a putting green.6 Basically, a club length drop, no nearer the hole, away from the casual water.

An dembedded ball¢ is a ball ¢in itis own pitch mark in the ground in any closely mown area
through the green.d This ball omay be lifted, cleaned and dropped, without penalty, as near as
possible to the spot where it lay but not nearer the hole. The ball when dropped must prst strike
a part of the course through the green.6 0Closely mown aread means oany area of the course,
including paths through the rough, cut to fairway height or less.6 Local rules may be applied when
temporary conditions warrant relief from extreme conditions of mud, wetness or poor conditions.
oLocal rulest brings us to our last term, opreferred liesé or owinter ruleso. Adverse conditions,
including the poor condition of the course, are sometimes so general, particularly during winter
months, that the ocommitteed may decide to grant relief by temporary

oLocal rule6 either to protect the course or to promote fair and pleasant play. Such
local rules shall be withdrawn as soon as the conditions warrant. Gentlemen, itis time, due
to the present weather situation, that we play owinter rulesé until such time as conditions
improve and normal speed of play can be continued. We want it to be fun, fair, and fasté!!!

Lastly, in case you get a chance to spend a few extra days out in the desert preparing
to hitiem long, straight, and not too often in the upcoming Spring Fling, take a look at the newly
revamped Indian Canyons Country Clubéformerly Canyons C. C. in Palm Springs. It has a great
golfer friendly layout, is in tremendous shape, and a challenge to every golfer when played from the
appropriate tees. $80.00 on a Friday was a bargain for this 6in seasoné courseéand youill love the
views in the afternoon.
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Tips From The Pro [

The Proper Alignment

One of the most important, and frequently overlooked, full swing fundamental in golf
is the setup position. In this monthis article we are going to address proper alignment. At
address your body (feet, knees, hips, forearms, shoulders and eyes) should be positioned
parallel to the target line. When viewed from behind, a right-handed golferis body will
appear aimed slightly left of the target. This optical illusion is created because the ball
is on the target line and the body is not. The easiest way to conceptualize this is the
image of a railroad track. For a right-hander the body is on the left rail and the ball is
on the right rail. At 100 yards your body will appear aligned approximately 3 to 5 yards
left, at 150 yards approximately 8 to 10 yards left and at 200 yards 12 to 15 yards left.

You can work on your aim very easily on the driving range. Lay down a club on the right
side of the matt where you are going to place the ball and aim that club at your desired target.
Next, take a 2nd club and place it approximately 2 feet left of the original club and lay it
parallel to it (pgure 1). Remove the 1st club and place the ball on the intended target line.
Now you can use the 2nd club to position your body square to your target line. Do your best
to make sure your feet, hips and shoulders are parallel with the club before hitting the ball to
teach your body how it feels to be square to your target line (pgure 2). Just like all things in
golf, it will feel uncomfortable at prst, but over time you will be hitting more accurate shots.

Figure 1 Figure 2

I am now using a high speed camera system to do video swing analysis. Currently I
charge $50 an hour and an additional $20 to include the use of my video analysis equipment.
As a menis club member, any lesson you take with me, 1 will include the video analysis for
free. If you also wish to take multiple lessons, there is a 6 lesson package for $250. Who
knows, with just a few lessons, it could help you become this years president cup winner or
maybe even the next club champion. To book a lesson you can reach me on my cell phone:
(909) 518-8596.

Thanks and Good Luck This Year!

Jeffrey Binner
PGA Apprentice/ Golf Shop Manager / Profesesional Golf Instructor
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Handicap Chairman

Bob Briggs
Email rebriggs@pachbell.net

By now, I am sure you have all had a chance to use the new GHIN posting system. You
have your new Handicap number and our indexes will now be calculated twice a month on the
prst and 15%™. You can also still post your scores via the SCGA.org website. You no longer
need to use a password to post!

Our monthly tournaments will use your Handicap Index that comes on the prst of the month.
This will make our Tournament Chairmanis job a little easier. The majority of our indexes
stay the same for the month, unless you play as much as Emery Frost!

We can now add new members into the system immediately and get a Handicap number
that is effective right away. The same goes for our new Reports System. As we go through
a learning curve, we will gain experience in using the Rapid Score Entry, Edit score and
enhanced Reports applications. These features are password protected. I have any issues
with your 20 game scoring ple and index, please see me our Tim Devaney.

Rules, rules and more ruleséé.

In stroke play, Emery Frost was in the process of taking relief from ground under repair
through the green. However, before he dropped the ball, he removed some leaves and loose
dirt from the area in which he dropped the ball. Mark Gallant, former Tournament
Chairman saw Emery and immediately said 0Hey, you canit do that.6 What is the ruling?

A. There is a one-stroke penalty.
B. There is a two-stroke penalty.
C. There is no penalty.

The answer is B.

There is a two-stroke penalty. Rule 13, the Play the ball as it lies rule applies. While taking
relief is allowed, as per rule 13-2, one cannot improve the area in which you are about to drop
or place a ball. The penalty for doing so in match play is loss of hole, in stroke play the penalty
IS two strokes.
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